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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 1 1/17/04. Claims 
21-26 have been added. Claims 1-26 are being examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1 1/17/04 have been fully considered but are moot 
based on new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 10-17, and 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Maurille, 6,484,196 (hereafter Maurille) in view of Ng et al, 

6,424,647 (Ng hereafter). 

As per claim 1, Maurille discloses a method for communicating via instant 
messages (abstract), the method comprising: receiving a message from a message 
sender designated for at least one message recipient, recipient (client) can receive 
different manifestations such as visuals (picture) or sounds (audio) from the 
sender/server (col. 6, lines 13-22; col. 7, lines 47-55; col. 1 1 , lines 54-58; after sender 
sends an instant message to recipient, recipient receives message from sender; along 
with the message, recipient may receive a request from the server (message board) to 
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download and display visuals or sounds that are associated with the message); 
determining when the message is received by the at least one message recipient, 
wherein a determination that the message is received is confirmed by a message 
acknowledgement (col. 6, lines 13-22; col. 11, lines 58-60; recipient acknowledges the 
message by clicking OK to respond to the sender); providing a status update for the 
message sender, the status update comprising a visual representation of the message 
having a first appearance when the message is pending and a second appearance 
when the message is received by the at least one message recipient (col. 13, lines 11- 
14, 18-22; message status (unread, read, responded to, etc.) are represented by their 
respective colors - e.g., a responded message is shown in purple color; each color 
represents different message status; the color changes as status of the message 
changes.) Maurille does not explicitly disclose the sound identifier is associated with 
the sender. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the Maurille teachings to include in the manifestation a sound identifier of the 
sender along with the message so the recipient can recognize the sender in order to 
choose whether or not to respond to the message (see also Ng disclosure - col. 20, 
lines 53 - col. 21 , lines 3; Ng discloses the sender sends a personalized audible 
(sound) signal to the recipient; upon detecting and recognizing the sender sound 
identifier, the receiver can choose to respond to the sender via instant messaging). 

Claims 10 and 16 recite similar limitations as claim 1; therefore, they are rejected 
using similar rationale as claim 1. 

As per claims 2-4, Maurille discloses assigning a unique sequential number to 
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the message (Col. 11, Lines 19-20; each message is denoted by its message id 
(MsgID); MsglDs are assigned in a sequential order - e.g., M001, M002, etc.); and 
updating a message listing and providing an acknowledgement to the message sender, 
wherein the message and acknowledgment are identified by the unique sequential 
numbers in the message listing (col. 11, lines 19-20; Col. 12, Lines 3-8; after the 
recipient has read and responded to the message (inherently an acknowledgement), the 
message listings of both the sender and recipient get updated with the new status of the 
message - i.e., message status changes from unread to read; messages (including 
acknowledgements) are assigned unique sequential numbers). 

As per claims 5-7, Maurille discloses the visual representation is text from the 
message that alternates between a first color in the first appearance and a second color 
in the second appearance according to the respective status of the messages (Col. 13, 
L1 1-22; see also claim 1 rejection). 

As per claim 8, Maurille discloses providing an acknowledgement to the message 
sender when the message is received by the at least one message recipient, the 
acknowledgement identifying the unique sequential number of the message (see claims 
2-4 rejection); wherein the visual appearance of the status update before the 
acknowledgement is received is provided in a first configuration and in a second 
configuration once the acknowledgement is received (see claim 1 rejection). 

As per claim 1 1 , Maurille discloses the local message display provides a display 
of the message text in the pending and received configurations (see claim 1 rejection; 
message status changes as the messages is read and responded to). 
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As per claims 12-13, Maurille discloses determining when the instant message is 
received by the one or more message receivers and establishing a message listing for 
the message sender and the one or more message receivers (see claims 1 and 2-4 
rejections). 

As per claim 14, Maurille discloses the message listing prohibits duplication of 
the instant message on the one or more message receivers' devices (col. 12, lines 3-8; 
message listing (via message table) gets updated according to the status of the 
messages preventing message duplication). 

As per claim 15, Maurille discloses the message listing is identified by a unique 
serial number (see claims 2-4 rejection). 

As per claim 17, Maurille discloses the first appearance and the second 
appearance correspond respectively to a first coloration and a second coloration of the 
message (see claim 1 rejection). 

As per claim 19, Maurille discloses removing a message from the message 
listing when the message is deemed received by the message acknowledgement (Col. 
12, lines 3-8; once an acknowledgement has been received by the server, the server 
will forward the pending message to the receiver, thus removing the message from the 
pending status of the message listing). 

As per claim 20, Maurille compiling a message listing of all pending messages 
wherein the message listing is updated when a message is acknowledged as received 
(see claims 2-4 rejection; message listing keeps tracks of all messages and their 
statuses in the messaging system). 
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As per claims 21 , 23, and 25, Maurille discloses request to play sound identifier 
(col. 7, lines 47-55; see also claim 1 rejection). 

As per claims 22, 24, and 26, Maurille discloses sound identifier (col. 7, lines 47- 

55). 

Claims 9 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Maurille in views of Ng and Ogle et al, 6,654,790 (hereafter Ogle). 

As per claims 9 and 18, Maurille and Ng do not explicitly teach sending the 
message to the at least one message recipient to a plurality devices used by the 
message recipient and determining the location of one or more intended recipients of 
the pending messages. Ogle discloses a method of sending the message to a user 
who may use a plurality of devices as alternate means of receiving the message from 
plurality of locations (abstract, Col. 7, Lines 34-40; user may register for messages to be 
delivered to more than one recipient devices such as regular or cell phones; when the 
user is in the office, he may use a regular phone; thus when he's traveling, the 
messages may be delivered to his cell phone). Hence, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to deliver messages to the user by different means 
convenient to the user as also disclosed by Ogle [col. 7, lines 45-49], 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack P Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3945. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 09/823,167 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2152 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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